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The nearly 200-member audience waits expectantly. A piano is
moved on to the stage, the drummer and tambourine players take
their places and finally, the Reverend Bishop David Battle, age 101,
pastor of Pilgrim’s Rest Church of God in Christ, begins singing
“There is going to be a fire that the Fireman can’t put out”.

The combination of the Rev. Mr. Battle’s powerful rendition of the
soulful gospel song, along with the background musicians and
vocalists, has the entire audience rocking and clapping. When the
finale is reached, the crowd breaks into thunderous applause, rising
to their feet in unison. The Rev. Mr. Battle, one of the evening’s
honorees, cracks a wide grin. He can still inspire a crowd. He also
has kept his keen sense of humor. When asked the best thing \-

about being his age, he asserts, “You get to eat all the Cream of David Battle

Wheat and cookies you want”.

This year’s dinner was attended by 20 centenarian honorees, the largest number since
Take a Stand Against Elder Abuse began organizing the Centenarian Dinner four years
ago. The eldest attendee was George Francis who recently celebrated his 109"
birthday.

The life history of each centenarian and their photos were printed in the Dinner
program. Centenarians, during interviews with CSUS Gerontology Department students
and members of the Dinner planning committee, shared wise and witty tips for longevity.

The centenarians are truly a diverse group. However, many of them shared a deep
religious faith and commented during their interviews on the importance of following the
“Golden Rule”. Oswaldo Aguirre, 101, could be a model for healthy aging. He began
painting at the age of 89, still tends his flower garden, flirts outrageously, and says that
to live a long life, “one must be happy all the time and enjoy life”.

Larry Marder, age 101, attributes his good fortune to “fate”. He
sailed out to sea at age 14, and after a full life that included around
the world travels, and being shot in the back during World War I,
he wound up in San Francisco. Part owner of a bar called “The
Blue Book,” and suddenly discovered “the pauper is now a
millionaire,” thanks to the penny stocks he wisely purchased over
the years.

Monica Diaz, TV Channel 10 reporter, served as mistress of
ceremony and introduced the centenarians in attendance while
each centenarian received a congratulatory letter from Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger and personalized resolutions from the
Sacramento City Council, the County Board of Supervisors, State
Senator Debra Ortiz and U.S. Congresswoman Doris Matsui.

Larry Marder
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Lisa Smith-Youngs produced a video of several centenarian interviews, as a donation
from Eskaton. George Francis, who at the age 109 has lived in three centuries, talks in
the video about the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 that inundated his native New

Orleans when he was a young man.

llla Collins, George Francis & son Tony Francis

Dave Thomson, of radio station Mix 96.1 FM, emceed the Silent Auction. Attendees
enjoyed hand made artwork, jewelry, trips and gift baskets, as “Jim’s Combo”, a jazz

trio, added to the festive atmosphere.
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